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I stayed in Nepal as an ambassador of Japan from
November 2013 to May 2018. Looking back on those 4
years and seven months, in the political instability that
five cabinets were formed and collapsed, I experienced
many incidents such as a devastated earthquake which
caused almost 9,000 casualties, promulgation of the
first democratic constitution, trade restriction by India
and 3 major elections of the local government, the
provincial parliament and the state legislature. Very
busy days indeed, I enjoyed my life in Nepal with
beautiful nature and warm-hearted people.

Here, I will introduce basic facts of Nepal such as
its geographic condition, ethnicity and history, also try
to explain its latest situation and the relationship with

Japan.

1. Geographic Condition

Nepal is a landlocked country which is adjacent
to India on the south, east, west sides, and to China
on the north side. The area is about 147,000 square
kilometers, about twice the size of Hokkaido. Over
80% of the country is a mountainous region. Along
the Chinese border the Himalayas with 8 seats of over
8,000 meters high mountains rises, and along the
Indian border the Tarai Plain, around 50 meters above
sea level, is spreading. Because of this big difference
in elevation, Nepal is blessed with varied beautiful
nature and climate conditions that can cultivate
agricultural crops from subtropics to cold areas. On
the other hand, however, there are few flat lands for
industrial or residential usages and transportation is

always a big problem in this country.
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2. Society and Ethnicity

The population of Nepal is approximately 28 million
and more than 80 different ethnic groups coexist.
India originated ethnic group called ‘Khas Arya’
or ‘Gorkha’ accounts for 40% of the population and
Mongolian descent ‘Mughal’ (7.1%), Tibetan descent
‘Taman’ (5.6%), indigenous ‘Taru’ (6.8%) and ‘Newar’
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(5.5%) are other major ethnic groups. Besides these,
there is a group of people called ‘Madhesi” who came
from India in recent years (about 20%). Historically
and culturally, Nepal is deeply tied up with India.
About 80% of the population are Hindus, but influence
of Buddhism is strong. Muslims and Christians also

exist.

3. History

(1) Unification of Nepal

The Kathmandu Valley in the central part of
Nepal flourished as a relay ground for trade between
India and Tibet since ancient times. From the 13th
century the Malla dynasty of the Newar people ruled
Kathmandu and developed a unique culture based on
Hinduism and Buddhism. In the middle of the 18th
century, the Malla dynasty was destroyed by the Shah
dynasty of the Gorkha people emerging from the
western part of Nepal. After unifying Nepal, the Shah
dynasty continued to expand its power to neighboring
countries and caused a clash against the Qing dynasty
in China and the British army ruling over India. In
the middle of the 19th century the current Nepalese
territory was confirmed.
(2) ‘Panchayat’

After the end of World War 11, a political party

government temporarily appeared in Nepal, but in
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(2) INFvY v Ml 1960 King Mahendra who seized full power by the
R R RER O IEETL . R IS—)IL Tl coup, abolished the parliament and started a unique

I BOR BGAD b E Li=h. 1960 4l royal government system called ‘Pachayat’.
T AY RSEER Y —F R —Ic k> T okerm s (3) Democratization and Civil War
T AT R D

In the late 1980s, the popular campaign for
BL. B2ZBEIEL T, NV F vy Ml ER

democratization became intense in Nepal. King

EN B IFFOE LBIBE R L & LT, Birendra abolished the Panchayat system in 1990,
(3) RF[LE NI promulgated the new Constitution and restored

1980 FFD B HiIckb &, XI)N—)VTE political party government. However, society was
R b 2sRked 2 RSS@Ed A c R 0 £ U, unstable due to power struggles of the major political
1990 4E. VLY RSETI. /8 F vy v k parties. In 1996, the Communist Party Maoist

(“Maoist™) called for the establishment of the “People’s

M7z pEl U, #riikze o U CBGEBaaZ 18T
SEHLE UL, BREGEHIO THEMES the Nepal Government. The Nepal Government
THRFLERLT | 1996 4 HpEd <A 1 A mobilized the National Army to suppress Maoist but
Mk LR I*AFA AL B, TR3—=IVAR not succeeded. The civil war continued 10 years and
HAIE] O 2R T, 10 FI SRS the number of victims and missing people reached
PRMALE Ule, oS VEGRE, Eies) 19000

BLTYAA A NOHEERKD F LML (4) Formation of the Federal Republic
FHEATULZ, TONIIE 10 FERRk L, 4
Y&, 1751 1 5 5,000 NiciEL X L,

Republic of Nepal” and began armed conflict against

In 2001, king Birendra and eight members of
royal family were killed allegedly by Crown Prince

Dipendra and Prince Gyanendra, the king’s younger

(4) HFIERIE DORNT brother, inherited the throne of Nepal. In 2006, a

2001 &, LY RIETE FHEILHAKES peace agreement was concluded between the Maoist
N3 HEMENEC Y, ETOHRTHAEY RV R and the Nepal government and the civil war ended. In
SETEAEMT LE Lz, 2006 4. <AL A& 2008, the royal system of Nepal was finally abolished,

Nepal became a democratic republic and began to

FIN—)VBURF & DRICHIPES RO L. Nk
RS LK L7z, 2008 ., DWIC EHfilidFE IR E
N AN —)VERFHEME & 75> T, Fric/klw 4.
BONDBEZHEIRDZ L Ix>72DTT,

walk the way to create a new country.

Recent Internal Affairs

During my stay in Nepal from November 2013 to
- May 2018, the bi i i 1 affai
4. NI ay 2018, the biggest issue on internal affairs was

the enactment of new democratic constitution and

establishment of its implementation systems.

fAlZ. 20134 11 A5 20185 HE T
IIN—)VICEHELE LA, CORHICEIT %

(1) Earthquake and New Constitution

As mentioned in 3. (3), Nepal became a republic

BT DRR DTS B 75 [KERGE O] in 2008 and a national conference to establish a new
& & Z DHEEARTIOIENL T LTz, constitution was formed, however, because of power
(1) KHiELnEdofle struggles of the three major parties, namely the Nepal

FE 3. (4) TR EBD, 28— Congress, the Communist Party UML (“UML”) and
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the Maoist, the new Constitution was not enacted even
after seven years.

In April 2015, a massive earthquake of magnitude
7.8 occurred in central Nepal. About 9,000 people
were killed and more than 600,000 buildings were
fully or partially destroyed. Ironically, as a result of
this catastrophe, a momentum of banding together
for reconstruction occurred among the major political
parties and the movement to establish the constitution
became vigorous. In September the same year, the
long-awaited the Constitution of the Republic of
Nepal was promulgated and enforced. This is the first
constitutional law made by people in Nepal, consisting
of 309 articles and 9 attached documents, which
prescribes fundamental governance principles such
as national sovereignty, rule of law, liberalism, basic
human rights guarantee and so on. Many countries

including Japan welcomed the establishment of this

Constitution.

2IAMB DY ¥ FHFR
Temple of the Temari region

(2) Trade Restriction by India

But India was different. Because an India originated
ethnic group named Madhesi who lives in the
southern part of Nepal, has caused a strong opposition
campaign insisting that this constitution did not
guarantee its own rights. India, which was supporting
Madbhesi, requested the Nepal government to postpone
promulgation of constitution, but when the request

was refused, it stopped entire export to Nepal with the
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deterioration of border security as an excuse. As Nepal
relied on imports from India for all the petroleum
products used in its own country, a serious shortage of
gasoline and LP gas for cooking occurred everywhere.
Every day, hundreds of cars waiting for refueling
made a very long row in front of gas stations and
people cooked rice with firewood. In January 2016, as
Nepal revised the Constitution, India lifted the trade
restrictions that lasted for four and a half months.
However, the Nepali anti-Indian sentiment was not
relaxed. It is said that such national sentiments pushed
Nepal toward China.
(3) General Elections and NCP Formation

The next task after the establishment of the
Constitution was implementation of the three general
elections of the local governments, the Provincial
Assembly and the Federal Lower House to realize
the federal system prescribed by the Constitution.
In Nepal, the local elections had not been held for
16 years and both the Provincial Assembly and the
Federal Lower House were newly established, so it
was a big challenge for the Nepal Government to
prepare those elections in a short time. Nonetheless,
all the elections were held successfully in 2017 and
the ‘Left Alliance’ of UML and Maoist won all the
elections. Just before I left Nepal in May 2018, UML
merged with Maoist to establish the Nepal Communist
Party. As this new party had two-thirds majority both
in Upper and Lower House of the Federal Legislature,
the current regime is expected to manage a long-term

stable administration.

T —IVHRDF E &%
Children of the Newar
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| 5. Economy

Nepal is regarded as the poorest country in South
Asia. Its per capita GDP of last fiscal year (2016/17)
was 1,002 US dollars, exceeding the 1,000 dollars
mark for the first time. As its economic growth rate
of the same fiscal year was 6.9%, Nepal economy
seems to be recovering from damage caused by the
earthquake and trade restrictions by India three years
ago.

Basic infrastructure which is necessary for industry
such as electricity, transportation, water supply and
sewerage system are not well developed. At present,
there is no conspicuous industry other than agriculture
and tourism industry in Nepal. 74% of the working
population is engaged in agriculture, but agricultural
contribution rate to GDP is only 27%, because there
are so many small-scale farmers and agricultural skills
are behind.

In trade, Nepal has a big deficit each year. Last year
the total import value was US $ 8,440 million and the
total export value of US § 646 million, imports are
13 times bigger than exports. The main export items
are ready-made garments, carpets, beans, spices,
etc. Imported items are petroleum products, steel,
mechanical parts, etc. It is said that the Nepalese
economy is sustained by the remittance from over
3 million overseas migrant workers. It is said that
amount of their annual remittance is equivalent to

30% of Nepal’s GDP.

6. Foreign Relations

Nepal is a non-aligned neutral country and its basic
foreign policy is to keep good neighborly friendship
with all countries. Nepal has been a member of the
United Nations since 1955. The emphasis on Nepal
diplomacy is placed in two gigantic neighbors, India
and China.

(1) India

As mentioned in 2. about 60% of the population is
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India originated people (Khas Arya, Madhesi, etc.),
Nepal has a deep connection with India in history and
culture. It is same in economic relations, export and
import with India accounts for over 60% of total value
of Nepal trade respectively. India also has the biggest
share of foreign investment, accounting for 39% of the
total (2016/17).

In 2014, the first year of Mr. Narendra Modi took
office as the Prime Minister of India, he visited Nepal
twice and both countries enjoyed a honeymoon
relationship. However, a feud on Nepal’s new
constitution worsened the relations of both country
and Nepal approached to China closely. Currently, the
two countries are continuing their efforts to restore
relations
(2) China

The presence of China in Nepal was not that big
so far, because there are sharp Himalayan mountains
between two countries and the inflow of Tibetan
refugees into Nepal has become a bottle neck in
relations between two countries. However, in recent
years, China is trying to strengthen ties with Nepal
as a promotion of the “One Belt One Road’ initiative
by Xi Jinping regime. Reduction of Tibetan refugees
also gives China free hands with diplomacy to Nepal.
In addition, due to recent discord between Nepal and
India, Nepal and China quickly narrowed the distance.

In April 2017, the People’s Liberation Army of
China conducted a joint exercise with the Nepal
Army for the first time in the history. In the same year
Nepal signed the MOU on the ‘One Belt One Road’
initiative and became a member country of the Asian

Infrastructure Investment Bank led by China.

7. Relationship with Japan

(1) Multilayered Friendship Relations

Nepal is a traditional pro-Japan country. Since the
establishment of diplomatic relations in 1956, the
two countries have fostered multilayered friendship

relations such as exchanges between the imperial

<O X O >NHKOXOX O >NKOXOIKOX OO XOINKOINKOXOINKOXOXOINKOXOIKOEXOIKOX O KO INKOXOINKOXOIXOXKOX
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family of Japan and the royal family of Nepal, huge
economic assistance by the Japanese Government and
JICA and exchanges of private sectors such as mount
climbing, medical care, agricultural assistance etc.
Currently, there are 1,107 Japanese staying in Nepal
(October 2017), and about 74,300 Nepalese staying in
Japan (June 2017). Approximately 22,000 Nepalese
students are studying in Japan, this is the third largest
number next to China and Vietnam.

(2) Economic Relations

Trade is a unilateral surplus on the Japanese side.
Last year’s imports to Japan were US $ 55.61 million
and exports were US $ 9.7 million. Major imported
items from Japan are steel products, machinery,
automotive parts, etc. Nepal’s main export items are
ready-made garments, paper products, carpets, textiles
etc. Investment from Japan is US $ 26.52 million,
with 53 companies including travel agencies, hotels,
restaurants and production of construction materials.
(3) Economic Assistance

Since 1969, the Japanese government and JICA have
provided economic support to Nepal in a wide range
of fields such as transportation, hydroelectric power
generation, agriculture, medical care and education.
The total amount of support until Japanese fiscal year
2016 is ¥ 121.7 billion for ODA loans, \ 208.8 billion
for grant aid and technical cooperation is ¥ 74.1 billion
(until FY 2015). In addition, JICA has dispatched
experts and volunteers totaling 4,344 people and
received totaling 5,675 Nepalese trainees (until the end
of 2015).

Current priority support areas are (a) poverty
reduction, (b) support for peace process and
democratization, and (c) infrastructure improvement
for sustainable development.

(4) Responding to the Earthquake

Upon the earthquake in April 2015, the Japanese
Government provided emergency assistance such as
blankets, tents and other relief supplies equivalent
to \ 20 million and offered emergency grant aid of

approximately \ 1.68 billion through the United
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Nations. In addition, the Japanese Government
dispatched a total of 264 people as members of JICA’s
rescue and medical teams and JSDF medical team.

At the International Conference of Nepal
Reconstruction held in Kathmandu two months after
the earthquake, the Japanese Government dispatched
the Vice Foreign Minister Mr. Minoru Kiuchi as a
representative and promised to provide $ 260 million
for rebuilding damaged houses, schools and public

infrastructure.

8. Future Prospects

The Nepal Communist Party, which was established
just before my departure, forms a stable government
with more than two-thirds seats both in Upper and
Lower House of the Federal Legislature. The NCP
is expected to remain in the ruling party for at least
four years until the next election. Nepal, which has
abundant natural resources and labor force, has been
the poorest country in South Asia because its political
situation was so unstable that the government could
not implement any sustainable and effective economic
development policies. Now that the new Constitution
has been enacted and the long-term stable regime has
emerged, I believe it is high time for Nepal to start
walking the way of economic development.

Nepal has big natural resources such as hydropower

with world-leading water flow potential, beautiful

Current Situation of Nepal and Relationship with Japan
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natural landscape and historical heritage that can
attract a lot of tourists and agriculture that can
cultivate various kinds of crops from subtropical
to cold areas. The Nepal government should first
emphasize on the developments of these resources. In
hydropower generation, it is necessary to encourage
foreign companies to entry and to secure the way to
sell generated electricity to neighboring countries
mainly to India. For the development of tourism, the
government should improve basic infrastructures
such as roads and accommodation facilities. In order
to increase agricultural productivity, the government
should encourage farmers to escape from self-
sufficient agriculture and engage in commercial crops
production to export them to neighboring countries.

In addition, it is necessary to attract foreign
investment to various industrial sectors and utilize
their capital and technical capabilities. To that end,
laws and regulation which will provide preferential
treatments and protections to the foreign investors
should be established.

I hope that Nepal will achieve economic
development as soon as possible and will further

strengthen friendship relations with Japan. (end)
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(1) Problems in a super-aged society

The Institute of Gerontology established in 20009,
under the Office of the University President. Medicine,
nursing, engineering, law, economics, sociology,
psychology, gathered faculty of education, such as
wide area from about 70 professors, we are working in
a new interdisciplinary academic field of Gerontology.
IOG lead the super-aged society of easing people's
anxiety and enhancing their vitality.

The number of people who need support for their
physical or intellectual activities is increasing in Japan.
The population aging rate will be about 32% in 2030,
in other words, one-third of the people will be over 65
years old. In particular, the proportion of the people
aged 75+ rapidly increases, while the proportion of the
people from 65 to 75 years old is flat.

The traditional way that family members care for
the seniors is no longer appropriate. Among the
households including seniors, the ratio of single
persons or couples without children will be 37.7% in
2030. For these households, it is difficult for young
family members to take care of seniors frequently.

Furthermore, there are many problems with the
end of life. One of the problems is that the expenses
for end-of-life care become an enormous financial
burden. It is impossible for the Japanese government
to increase the number of hospitals and doctors by
with the increase of the seniors. If it goes on like this,
many seniors lose their place at the end of life, and

many problems will arise from around 2025. Other
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Fig. 1 Patterns for losing the functional health of a person
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problems are legal issues associated with dementia,

death with dignity, and so on.

(2) Patterns for the aging of a person

Everyone hopes to be healthy and self-sustainable,
and not to cause any trouble to others for the whole
of life. However, it is not realistic. Prof. Akiyama in
this laboratory launched a study to track the aging
patterns of 6,000 older people from 1987. Fig. 1
shows the part of the results. In the case of male
seniors, only 10.9% were resilient until the end
of life. For 87.9% of males, their ability declined
gradually from 72 and needed for support of the
activities in daily living from 83. The rest of males
fall to the lifestyle disease such as heart disease and
cerebral infarction earlier. In Japan, these people
continue to live in hospitals for a long time using
gastrostomy and oxygen tubes. The female seniors
aged more slowly than males and had a longer life

expectancy (see Fig. 1).

(3) Urban policy on the health problems

of seniors

We propose two essential issues of urban policy to
respond to the problems of super-aged society.

The first issue is “Even if they weakened, how to
realize a society where people can live happily.”
The policymakers should recognize that almost all
people need someone’s help due to the decline of
their physical and cognitive functions, and include
measures to realize their happy lives in the policy.

The second issue is “how to promote social

participation and postpone frailty.” Social
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participation is commonly effective for prevention of
lifestyle disease and frailty. The policymakers should
make the city easy to walk, prepare the places to
gather with friends and create an environment where

people want to go out.

their local community

2 Lives of the seniors and @

(1) Problems in Nursing-care facility

A nursing-care facility is the most efficient and
functional way for the caregiver. It has multiple beds
in one room nearby the nurse station. Each room has
about six or eight beds for seniors. The nursing-care
facility can be regarded it as an extreme example
of Compact City, which is an urban design concept
promoting relatively high residential density with
mixed land uses.

Entering a nursing home is a tragedy for today’s
Japanese older people. They paid much money for
education and housing during the working age.
Nevertheless, they could not receive care from their
children and continue to live in their own house
where they feel attachment. Also, it is unfair for
people who did not pay for housing and education to

receive the same care.

(2) Community Care

Community Care is an alternative concept of the
care system. It protects the rights, independence, and
dignity of care receivers. It captures care receivers
not on a household basis but an individual basis. It

is realized by the collaboration of citizens, not by




CHAPTER 2

AE 100 EFRDFAH S BEIHERZ DL

Collaborative Planning for an Age-friendly City

THABES, FILOMHETR, - ARG RA S
FEMHEESTV D, TONDETRIISCET T
FUENTC, LORRMNE THE TELESHET
BB, FZOXIRMEBN. BRI R
T, HRDELCHDGINSGENPR &R T ES
MBS (EARBIZECTzUNEY) 12D
B %, BB, Stk FIEEENR—LIZ, E
FFRERREE R LIET T, —RNR s )L A2 —
LLTOBEERELTWICLICREESS, Fitk
EHIE 21T 5720 XD TEBHETH S,

3, ENBIBEBLR @
* (Age Friendly City)

(1) A£100 ERAOHLLEIHRELLZDT
A=
BfE, HANOFEZE i, DK 87 k.
FEDHI 811K TH %, 65 iA LDOJTICIRIET %
& MEEH 93 k. BIEIIKI 89 L. FEITA
42100 AERHUAHBTE TRTV S, i [ -1

a s L :7__']' Sﬁﬁo) Si%\‘%:r%zg?on
TR

Targets of the
Community Activity

B FfEE

Creating place for seniors

-k

Work/Dining

normative participation in social welfare.

Community care aims at a society where older
adults live by selecting various services according to
their lifestyle while maintaining their house and the
local community. For example, if a senior becomes
dementia, he can continue to participate in the local
community using long-term care insurance. Such
communication with fellows is expected to lead to
rehabilitation.

A new policy to realize this vision has already
begun. With this vision, nursing-care facilities
will play a role as a temporary place to receive the
necessary medical care. Seniors can come and go

home and the nursing home.
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Fig. 2 Hierarchy of the environmental infrastructure for Aging in Community
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3. Age-Friendly City @

(1) A new lifestyle of seniors

The characteristics of current seniors are entirely
different from those of the past seniors. The current
average life expectancy of Japanese is 87 for women
and 81 for males. For people over 65 years old, the
average life expectancy is about 93 for women and
about 89 for men. The average savings amount of
households including seniors exceeds 20 million yen.
80% of older adults are satisfied with their lives.

However, most people do not understand the
current situation of the senior. Many enterprises sell
only products and services that solve stereotypical
problems such as medical care and nursing care. Few
companies sell products and services for enjoying
life.

Also, seniors themselves also do not understand
their new lifestyle. 70% of them answer that they are
concerned about the future. Many of those troubles
come from the uncertainty of the future, not realistic

problems such as poverty.

(2) Aging in Place

The first issue is that, even if weakened, an older
adult can live happily in their community. For
this issue, we propose “Aging in Place” or “Age-
friendly City” These are a vision of the society
where seniors live in the local community until the
end of their lives with independence and dignity. In
order to realize the vision, it is necessary to develop

three environments; the social environment, the
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community care environment, and the physical space

environment (see Fig. 2).

(3) Development of community

care environment:

transformation to the preventive

home health care
Home medical care, home nursing, and community-
based life support are indispensable in order to
realize the Aging in Community. These systems
change the community into a hospital and reassure
seniors living in the community.
Also, the services to prevent disease and frailty
are also required. In this point of view, social
participation plays an important role. Between
older people who go out every day and those who
go out only a few days in a week, the risk of gait
disturbance differs by a factor of 4, and the risk of

dementia differs by 3.5 times.

(4) Development of social environment:
facilitate community activities
to prevent isolation and social
participation
Community activities are activities carried out by
people with shared values living in the neighborhood.
Facilitation and support for community activities
that make use of the experience of the elderly are
essential.
As a community activity, a preventive campaign
against weakness and disease and services for
tourists seems to be nice. As support for community

activities, it is necessary to provide a place for
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communication, supporting for each activity,
promotion of community business, finance support
such as grant and consignment, providing knowledge
and human resources, securing community activity

space.

(5) Development of physical space
environment:
creating barrier-free life spaces
In developing physical space environment, the
houses with life support services and shared
residence are attracting attention. These are
significantly different from nursing-care facilities.
On the other hand, it is essential to develop barrier-
free housing. Approximately 30,000 people of the
elderly have died of in-house accidents. In order to
realize secure Aging in Community, various products
are required; such as lighting to prevent falling, floor
material to prevent injury, bathtub without drowning,
and detection system for heat shock.
For the outside of the housing, convenient public
transportation, the space for community care, and

the place for community activities are also necessary.

4 New assistive technologies to
* seniors

Thanks to technology evolution, we can overcome
some of the declines in physical and cognitive
functions. For example, excretion support robots
(automatic diaper) have already developed and sold.
Also, older people need to move by private cars as

much as possible. The self-driving car will satisfy
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this need. Also, smart speakers can be entertainment
for seniors who live alone.

The Japanese government advocates “Society 5.0
as a future society vision. The super-aged society
should also be a futuristic society incorporating
various emerging technologies as well as manual

services.

5 Toward developing
* Age-Friendly City

If we recall the era when the industry was driving

the Japanese economy, super-aged society has only a
negative image. On the other hand, if we regard these
as our tasks, we can innovate, create Age-Friendly
City, and deliver it to other countries.

Due to a large number of seniors, it is easy to acquire
diverse needs and hints to create a new society. For
example, in Akita city (which is the only member,
in Japan, to join the Age-Friendly City network of
World Health Organization), local companies (Cable
Networks AKITA and THE AKITA BANK) are
working on the Age-Friendly Living Lab project to
develop products and services with older adults in
their living place(https://www.cna.ne.jp/cst/). While
building such trials, it is essential to building a new

social image incorporating long aging periods.
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Ms. Dang Nguyen Truc Vien

Exemplary Settler
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in 2004 passed Secretarial Skill Proficiency Test 2nd grade
and also Japanese Language Proficiency Test 1st
grade.

in 2006 graduated from Kanto Gakuin University, College of
Law

since 2010 entrusted by both Yamato City and Izumi-Ward
Office of Yokohama City, have been working as an
interpreter for Vietnamese speaking people residing
in the respective area

in 2017 received the certificate of commendation from
FWEAP as an exemplary settler
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Foundation for the Welfare and Education of
the Asian People (FWEAP) has been holding
the Festival for Settled Refugees in Japan (in
the beginning, called “the Festival to Encourage
the Settled Indochinese Refugees”) every year
since 1982. This festival aims at encouraging
refugees settled in Japan, and deepening
Japanese people’s understanding about them.
At the ceremonial part of the festival, FWEAP
honors firms which have been contributing to
employments of settled refugees, parties who
have been providing the refugees both material
and mental support constantly, and exemplary
settled refugees.

Ms. DANG NGUYEN TRUC VIEN, who was
honored as an exemplary settled refugee the
year before last (2017), gave us a detailed story
about her daily activities.

I belong to the Yamato International Association,
launched in Kanagawa Prefecture. The Yamato
International Association is an organization
that strives to promote foreign citizen’s public
participation and to deepen mutual understanding
among citizens through various activities, as a hub
for internationalization of Yamato City. Its major
activities include providing interpretation and
translation services, running Japanese language
and academic support classes, taking disaster
control, issuing multilingual information newsletter,
broadcasting radio program in many different
languages, holding various seminars such as multi-
cultural seminars, and so on.

Now I am in charge of Vietnamese interpretation at

the Yamato Municipal Hospital in Yamato City twice
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| am in charge of Viet-
namese interpretation
in the Yamato Municipal
Hospital twice a week
by request.
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a week by request. The aging of the first generation
Vietnamese refugees is advancing. Since the hospital
is well known for the Vietnamese interpretation
service it provides, a lot of patients throng to the
hospital from early in the morning. I go up and down
between the first floor and the second floor many
times, and serve as an interpreter of internal medicine,

pediatrics, orthopedics, and other departments.

I began working as an interpreter under the
influence of my father. My father came to Japan as
one of the boat people. Being a former soldier of
South Vietnam, he had received unfair treatments and
his life had been suffering political turbulence after
the war. He became desperate and resolved to escape
Vietnam in 1989. He decided to escape by himself
accompanied with some of his friends, because taking

his family with him was an action with full of risk.

Their plan was to take a bus in his hometown of
Nha Trang (322 km east-northeast of Ho Chi Ming
City), and headed to Ho Chi Ming City. Then three
days later, departed the country by boat from the
Long An Dock boatslip of Ho Chi Ming City, and
rowed along a river to go out to the open sea. The
number of those people who got aboard on the boat
together was about seventy, and the destination of
them was the United States at that time. However,
they were fortunate to be rescued by a fishing vessel
after their boat went out to the open sea and they

were transported to a refugee camp in Indonesia.

At this camp my father waited for a long time for
an entry permission from US, yet without results for
three years. One day, a group of Japanese Refugee
Inquiry Team visited the camp and had an interview
with him. This is his turning point. His heart swelled

with a hope for getting a job in Japan and for being
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able to get his family out later after the settlement.
After a long journey on ship from the Indonesian
refugee camp to Singapore, then to Japan on an
airplane, he was truly excited when he finally arrived

at Narita International Airport, I heard.

Upon his arrival in Japan in 1992, he was admitted
to the International Refugee Assistance Center in
Shinagawa Ward, Tokyo. There he studied Japanese
language and participated in a training program for
social adaptation. After he finished the six months’
program, he started to work at a factory in Tochigi
Prefecture. He acquired skills of press forging and
NC lathe. Also, he voluntarily undertook the overtime
and/or holiday works. Thus, he was able to bring us
to Japan and, in 1994, we had an reunion for the first

time ever since his departure.

At this time, [ was in the six grade of elementary
school. My mother gave up her career as a
kindergarden teacher and, instead, became a full-time
housewife to support me, so that I got accustomed to

Japanese local school life.

The school I attended had another Vietnamese
pupil. That friend who was able to speak good
Japanese made me feel secure and taught me various
things. The difference with Vietnamese schools, such
as school lunch, afternoon classes, school cleaning
by students themselves and so on, made my school
life happy and enjoyable. As for study, while having
no trouble with mathematics, in the Japanese class |
was taught by a special teacher ‘Hiragana’ from the
beginning in a room separate from other pupils. All

my memories of school life are happy ones.

After a while, our family moved to Kanagawa
Prefecture because my father was informed by a
fellow country man that many Vietnamese inhabited

and many jobs were available there. At our new
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Ms.Dang Nguyen Truc Vien

residence, we met my farther’s childhood friend from
the same village, Mr. Dang Thanh Phat (Japanese
name: Hajime Hino). Mr. Hino came to Japan as a
Japanese government scholarship student. However,
while he was studying very hard in Japan, the
Vietnam War was intensified and made him unable to

g0 back to his home town, making him a refugee.

In those days, in addition to exchange students
like Mr. Hino, many boat people as well as plenty of
refugees from camps in other Asian countries flooded
to live in the Kanagawa Prefecture. Foreign residents
were then still unfamiliar for the regional community,
so many of them had very little information, and
were isolated from the community people because
of language and cultural barriers. Having seen
such a situation, Mr. Hino wanted to help them
even just a little and, in 1996, he and his comrades
established the Association for supporting Vietnamese
settlement in Kanagawa, which was a support
framework provided free of charge and started their
activities in the Yamato City. The representatives
of the Association provided consultation of various
types, offered translation service of administrative
documents, helped to prepare documents, and
conducted other activities for Vietnamese settlers,
night and day. My father started to help its events as

one of the active members of the Association.

My father told me that he had often helped moving
works. When someone moved, all members of the
Association had to help him/her since the moving
cost including rental trucks which was extremely
expensive. Whoever moved to a ‘danchi’ (a public
apartment by government authorities) from a private
apartment made everybody happy because the rent
payment for a danchi was often times much cheaper
than private apartments. Whenever people heard
someone move, everybody came to help even if they

were not acquainted with him/her. In appreciation
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of these services, those whom they helped donated
expense of dishes, ornaments, prizes of games, and
so forth when the Association held new year’s events
of their own country. The events were enjoyable
because it made the members of the Association feel
that they were truly helping their fellow citizens,
though preparing for the events was hard. They also
started to publish newsletters to deliver information
to many fellows. Printing or mailing newspapers
costed money, so some Japanese advised them to
collect membership fees. They, however, continued
to manage its activities of the Association by relying
mainly on donation, because they thought such a
rational economic approach would not be suitable for

them.

My father worked very hard from morning to
midnight in a foreign country, and voluntarily helped
his countrymen facing various difficulties. I always
watched his back, his way of life, and respected his
attitude, hoping to help him someday in the future. I
thought an interpreter was a helpful profession, and
decided to take the Japanese-Language Proficiency
Test when I entered a senior high school. I bought
exercise books and intensely studyed for the test in
parallel to the schoolwork. I fortunately obtained
the grade one (N1). This gave me a great deal of
confidence and I chose the Law School when I was

admitted to a university on recommendation.

I found the law program extremely difficult and had
great difficulty in obtaining specialized knowledge
of law. About the time to graduate, a company which
was considering the possibility of hiring Vietnamese
trainees expressed their desire for me to accept a
job, and I started working there as an interpreter
and business clerk. Soon after my graduation I got
married with a man whose parents were acquainted
with my parents. We bought a house in Yamato City

and started to live there with my parents. Soon, I
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Ms.Dang Nguyen Truc Vien

got pregnant and left the company but I obtained
a medical office work license so that I could work
again after giving birth. The Yamato International
Association, which happened to be located close to
our house, asked me to take part in their activities,

and I started to work as a medical interpreter.

It seems that many of the Vietnamese elders don’t
understand the content and the use of care insurance
system. So, I also do an activity such as going
around them explaining the system in detail. A lot of
Vietnamese patients seem to be needed Hepatitis B
follow-ups or to suffer from diabetes. Because I think
the Japanese diet is generally healthy and I try to
advise Vietnamese patients to reduce the consumption
of oily or sugary food. I also feel that the patients
with Basedow’s disease, a kind of nyper thyroid

gland, are also increasing.

I am also often asked about the meanings of private
documents and/or asked to fill in them by Vietnamese
patients, when they are waiting for medical
consultation. Often times, the parents of senior
high school students bring me application forms for
scholarship, and ask me to fill in . Even if I advise
them to ask their children, who must have sufficient
Japanese linguistic abilities to be able to enter senior
high school, to fill in the document, they say they
cannot trust their children. Vietnamese people tend to
treat their grown-up children as if they are still small
children, I think they should trust their children more
highly.

Besides the job of a medical interpreter, now
I work as an adviser and interpreter at the over-
the-counter service of the Yamato International
Association. Many foreign students and non-Japanese
visit the counter every day. Foreign students want
the information about Japanese language schools,

and other non-Japanese residents visit us to take
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national costume fashion show

counsel about marriage, divorce, or procedures to get

certifications of residence or taxation.

In addition, our Association is holding various
events. When we held a Vietnamese cooking
lesson, I acted as a chef’s assistant and cooked
Vietnamese dishes for about two dozen participants
who had participated in this lesson. At the ““Yamato
International Festival,” I also participated in the
national costume fashion show, and cooperating for
activities to promote mutual understandings among

multi-cultures.

Moreover, for my new activities I started an
interpreting work at the antenatal classes organized by
the joint health service center of the Cities of Yamato
and Ayase. The class’s aim is to impart correct
knowledge about the diet and/or the lifestyle during
pregnancy to young women waiting for pregnancy or
childbirth. There were many participants and it was
very popular. Since these knowledges are also useful
for childcare after giving birth, I want to work on this
activity so that as many women as possible can take

part in these study classes.



ZHREOZITANERE ZHEH

o 4

X T H2ERS %

Accepting Diversity and Tolerance for Different View

1969 £
1974 &£
1984 £
2010 &~
2013 £
2015 &~
2017 F~

1969
1974
1984

2010-
2013
2015-

2017-

AP EEAN
77 REABEME BER

R EE

Masahro Fujiwara

President, Foundation for the Welfare
& Education of the Asian People

RRAFHEELE %

RERZY 74— FRZ BERZRET(FLESES)
RRAFEAFE PR, KEREELMER BiR
RRAF R2HUR

EEEF AFREFFE0 BUR

RBEHFHEANT Y 7BABEME BER

HEEF AT 88K

B.A., University of Tokyo

Ph.D., Stanford University

Associate Professor, Faculty of Economics, University
of Tokyo

Professor Emeritus, University of Tokyo

Professor, Faculty of Economics, Musashino University
President, Foundation for the Welfare and Education of
the Asian People

Visiting Professor, Musashino University



ZRMEDZF AN E

CHAPTER 4

W MBS RS 2 N & %2

Accepting Diversity and Tolerance for Different View

2017 FEARDMROHER - BEHER - HER RS
H ORI, 6,850 /1 NI 5 (EEHE RS
R E EBIT R — L=k B), DFD,
MELTH g - )y - BHEGZEDTDICHE) 2
WHNTALIE, Dl BfEd > T IR
D 09%IC BB &icks, ZRICEMMD
59, HHMFEEOZLIEFEIETE AR, &
MWL EDGERZHDHERZZ T ANTE
VD HEFEETE X, X TOHEREZK
W, HEROZIT AN 2SS BRI EIR
DREGLFZEDD XS E>Ts TELZE,
WENSOEHREF > TE X OHBEDNE
E L. EEIXNTOERMERZ V—ICFD
T ETHOLLERZMD THEKETZAE,
Z VT RIS A aEEEIC TBE) ZEERL
Ko &Lk, HEKFEEN S DR - kT
HB [Fvy I\ ZEETHIELES &L
HDLTW3,

COXS7% TR OBE MU KX L
TWVWAHERICIE, tEEOREMN, &2 X
FERERIRICINE > Te ANME « N3B & D Em i
EHEHOREAN S, HL DR « 28 - N -
EZRE WS TERHTEEROZEIC, &> & F
FICE AR THEE TR Nl oD0dH
VI EENDH D, TOX S RAMIEE O
DOHFFE LTI, M1 Z—% v FSNS DF
JBICPES iR EY A FDOZRIEE WS BSE
EHHEZ, LhL, o REAERELT,
HEENC B 252 DIERE T XLOBE
WO R#ENH B T 2id. ZLDAMERIL TV
5LTAHTH5,

The total number of refugees, displaced persons
and refugee applicants in the world at the end of 2017
amounts to 68.5 million people (Source: UNHCR’s
HP). In other words, people who are forced to move
from home because of conflict, violence, persecution,
etc. in the world are at least 0.9% of the world’s total
population. Nevertheless, not to speak of many Central
and East European countries, even the developed West
European countries that have had accepted numerous
refugees, such as UK, Germany and France, have lost
their generosity. In those countries, political forces
who refuse to accept refugees have begun to gather big
supports. Even in the United States, President Trump is
attempting to build a “Wall” on the Mexican border and
trying to stop the “Caravan,” who have fled from the
Central America and try to find a haven in the US, at
the border. This is ironic because the Pilgrim Fathers,
who were de fact refugees from England, founded the
country and nearly all US citizens have immigrants in
their ancestors.

Behind the phenomenon of “anti-refugee” movement
spreading the world lies a fact that the public opinion
of industrialized countries is changing. After the
Second World War, general public has supported the
universal value of human rights and humanitarianism.
However, recently it is inclining to “my country first
principle,” namely to the attitude of emphasizing
an individualized value such as my own religion,
race or nation. In the background of this change,
diversification of information dissemination sites
produced by the development of the Internet and SNS
is important. However, as a more important factor that
produced such a change, many people point out about
the problems of widening disparity and threatening
terrorism in developed countries.

Let me briefly explain the cause of this phenomenon

of widening disparities in developed countries using



NRHMEEAT DT EAHENE  =xs EE FE

Masahiro Fujiwara President, Foundation for the Welfare & Education of the Asian People

IS/EYFHE (LT 7o A=)
Milanovic Curve(Elephant Curve)

Source: Branko Milanovic, Global Inequality:New Approach for the Age of
Globalization (Cambridge: The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press,2016)
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the Milanovic Curve. This Curve is presented in the
book “Global Inequality” published in 2016 by Franco
Milanovic, who served as a chief economist for the
World Bank Research Department for 20 years.
Take the population of the world from left to right,
in ascending order of income level on the horizontal
axis. At the left end is the poorest 1% people in the
world (called the first percentile), to its right is the
next poorest 1% people (the second percentile), - - -,
and at the right end is the richest 1% people (the 100th
percentile). On the other hand, the vertical axis shows
how fast income has increased in the ten years from
1988 until 2008 by the people of each income class.
The result is the Milanovic curve, which is also called
the “elephant curve” because it looks like an elephant
raising its nose, as shown in the figure above.

What can be learned from this diagram. First, the
bottom-most people at the left end (represented by
point A)are the citizens of the poorest countries such

as sub-Saharan countries and some Latin American
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countries, and these countries did not grow and were
left out of the development of the world economy.
Income of people between 10% and 70% from the
bottom, typified by point B in the figure, increased
by 40 to 80% in earnings during the two decades the
turn of the century. Although they were low-income
countries that were called developing countries at the
end of the 20th century, they are now called emerging
countries where their economies have grown rapidly
at the turn of the century. Specifically, these countries
include those Asian countries such as China and India,
those South European countries such as Spain and
Central and East European countries such as Poland,
Middle and South American countries such as Brazil
and Mexico.

Those people lying between points B and C are the
people of developed countries. Among them, the high
income group, especially the highest income group,
represented by point C in the figure, has enjoyed a
huge income increase. These are the groups who are
receiving exceptionally high income, such as executives
of large corporations, successful entrepreneur and
venture capitalists, star sports players, etc. On the other
hand, people whose income were at the level of §80-
90%, as represented by point B in the figure, are the
middle class in the developed countries. As the Figure
shows, their income did not increase in the these two
decades. Many factory workers, e.g., in automobile
industry, were laid off in large volume and the middle
class of the developed countries has collapsed. As a
result, taking the US as an example, the total income
earned by the top 1% was only about 11% of the total
income of the whole country in 1980, whereas in 2016
the same group captured 20%. Top 10% received
47% of national income. As much as that, the income
disparity in the US has drastically increased.

In the background of this global change of income
distribution lie the following developments. On the one

hand, since the end of the 20th century, high economic
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growth occurred in China and other emerging
countries, resulting in the formation of a rich middle
class population called the volume zone. As a result of
intense international competition among firms aiming
to sell their products to this huge group of buyers,
the framework of international trade has changed
drastically. From the conventional mechanism of
exporting products produced in developed countries
to developing countries, firms of developed countries
now produce locally in emerging countries either
by building their own factory or by using their local
partners through direct investment. If you do not
produce locally, you cannot save transportation
expenses and you cannot overcome intense competition
with your rivals. Siting of the manufacturing plants
has changed from within developed countries who
possess production technology to consuming countries
(and its surrounding regions) where transportation
costs can be saved.

On the other hand, in developed countries income
disparity worsened and the middle class collapsed.
Globalization was brought about by the evolution
of the Information and Communication Technology
(ICT), exemplified by the development of computers
and the Internet for one, and the utilization of robots
for the other. In the contemporary age, division
of labor was extensive, many industries come
into existence by assembling parts. In order to
assemble parts, it is important that the exact number
of necessary parts are ready at precisely needed
moments. Thus, the chain (the so-called Value Chain)
from parts production to final product assembly used
to be formed normally within one country.

However, with the development of ICT, information
transmission and production management from distant
places have become easily controllable, and the value-
chain became able to cross the border. Consequently,
multilateral Global Value Chain (GVC) covering

many countries was born. Except for those processes



CHAPTER 4

(2RO ZF AN WA 2 MBS KT 2HAE S 2

Accepting Diversity and Tolerance for Different View

7zo GVC Tld, BB T A Vi EEE
DAF IV ER TG E &M<, BLEDHA
VT WV LR FREIT ER OO E T 1o
2o, Ry bR I8 0 LA ERIT
HB, WRELT, HEOEWEERDOKAF
JV55 87 O J F S B 0D 55 {5 -0 ¥ [N 57 1)
HicEbn, SeEE ORI RIE D RREIC D%
Mol

C O L BRI U 7 et E P RCR g O A~
OZIFMIC I > TWBDH, BolzboflH
ZESTOEEOER, ENICEFELTWS R
R HBGEICNT 280 TH B, £z, Th
bOMER, FEBE REEZHFT KT
O—NY XL HEE - TERZ2EET S L
T, TNHDOREDEDITAEL XS LT B
BNENESDS, 7Y XLISHT B2EZEA. Jeit
EFFERRE DN ZHR L TWa, LML L

TaAL7E X 21, ZFa—yUbEwn s Bigid,

ICT DRERENE =5 LIAEEDED JFICD
WTORIRNIEZEILTHD, Thziile 8D
T ERVERARAREIREE R BRERES S,
DEKT, MEESMRIRZHFT 5 L5
IRIEERITH O A ZIRT . SR Z DL
AL TE B MR ZEH L TZM. 5
OB THICEENTWVE Z ETREWNWTEAS
Mo FEWINC LT, MDSeEENC EE TS 2
MZNUZEILRLTE ST, (BRI ERR
R & > TEIDbMEENS, T bOH
Al REFERPNAME « N8 &V o 7o m i
EEMRDVIGOST D FOREZ2H 5 XNETldE
A IMe TDRDHICHMERMER, Z LT
Z L OFRBUCH U TEAICED ., Z2bdArt
ZEHETCEZHBIICLTIEES ZA DD,

requiring advanced skills such as product development
and product designing, at GVC, it is advantageous
to perform simple works such as manufacturing and
assembling operations in those countries with lower
wages and/or leaving them to robots. As a result,
employment of low skilled but high wage workers in
the industrialized countries was deprived of by workers
in the emerging countries and/or by foreign migrant
workers in the industrialized countires, leading to the
collapse of the middle class in the developed countries.

Those political movements advocating for anti-
globalism and “my country first principle,” which
reject other nationals, foreigners, and other religions,
have grown precisely because dissatisfaction of
collapsed and impoverished middle class in the
developed countries are so serious. In addition, many
populist politicians are magnifying the rage of those
middle class people in the developed countries in
order to use it for their political advantage. And the
threat of terrorism is further expanding this tendency.
As explained above, however, the phenomenon of
globalization is an inevitable social, technological and
economic trend brought about by the development of
ICT and robotization, etc. Hence, it is now impossible
to hold it back.

In that sense, truly desirable in the present world
is to recognize diversity and create a world where
various cultures can coexist, dismissing intolerant
attitudes to reject foreign nationals and other sects,
is it not? Fortunately, as income disparity of Japan
has not widened that much compared with other
developed countries, and Japan has traditionally taken
international cooperation seriously, it is important
for us to assume the role of the guardian of the
universal values such as democracy, human rights and
humanitarianism, should we not? To that end, how
about our trying to become tolerant for other countries,
other ethnic groups, and many religions, aiming for a

multicultural society?
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Here is one cartoon example of how the local community responds so that refugees
can achieve independence in Japan.
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World Vision Japan and FWEAP-RHQ held a special sympo-
sium in accordance with “World Refugee Day” in June, 2018.

In Part 2 “living with refugees”, SHRET transmitted the voice
of young people as a panelist.
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Sorry, I cann't go as
I have a SHRET
meeting today.

SHORER T TET!
So, that is it for today!
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The class was
finally over.
Let's go to
a cafeteria.
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> SHRET of the University of

: the Sacred Heart was started in 2002
= when a secretary general of

: Refugee Education Trust (RET)
: visited Japan.

: RET was founded by

 Ms. Sadako Ogatas.
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Eifof her tenure from 1991 to 2000, she was consmtently in the forefront of refugee support actwntles

-rand continued relief of conflict victims. She is a graduate of the University of the Sacred Heart.
............................................................ i\ i '] B

FTEHDOEHNT S
MEHZ IO BT
BERD= &1 &

[ REBEOERTE D

2 DD EEISEELTWN A,
Passions of seniors on the
activities were suceeded to us. ..
Now two major pillors of our
actlwtles are support for
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Some may feel it is a little

tough to go into the our group,
but all menbers are just ordinally
college girls.
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Since our active time is |
lunch break twice a week,
many members participate in
other clubs.
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Various motivations
for entry.
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[ took the examination of

University of the Sacred Heart
for joining SHRET which deals

with refugees issues.
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During my high school days,
[ was engaged in voluntary

activities for disabilities,
so [ have a interest ——
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Some girls says so ——
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[ felt it would be fun

when [ looked at
( the club introduction.
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Some girls joined this club
because they wished to
challenge the new activities
which they had never done.
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At present, the numbers of

club members are around 80.
We devided our activities

into 8 sections and each

section is acting

independently,

-SHRETH SHRET Festival Section
‘M4R (Meal For Refugees) section
- 2% Fa E]R Cloth Collection Section

L%k Public Relation Section

-BERERS>FT07 Japanese Volunteer Section
-AEERFE5RE Visiting Immigration Office Section

RS Class Visiting Section

V.
’ﬂgﬁﬂ Study Meeting Section

“M4R Section
adds home-style
dishes of refugees \
to the menu of
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Members of M4R
enclose handwritten
message cards to
the cookles bags for
\ the purpose of
) publicizing their
activities:
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i ThR—, cLollected clothings and donates

Please read i |

the card

in the bag.
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Looks delicious!
Give me one.
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Members sell ‘cookies i in the unlver5|ty
and donate the sales proceeds
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“The Japanese Volunteer Sectoin” visits '
the Japanese language classses organaized by other’(\
groups and supports refugee children for.their. Iearnmg
Sometimes the members take care of babies7
in stead of the parents attending the class. 1
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It's been a long time
since [ spoke to
others such long time.
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“Study Meeting” is the main aX|s of SHERT
activities. Members make a plan of 'study and
{ prepare research materials byﬁthemselves.
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|ssue to other member at lunch break.”
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Today's topic is the interacting meeting with
RHQ Support Center next month.
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The meeting is held in accordance with

the hope of teenaged “third country
resettlement refugees” who are studying

at the center. They wish to communicate
with the same aged Japanese young people.
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n Myanmar, many people
elong to minority races escaped to

) nné_ighboring countries to avoid violence
O and persecution by the minitary regime,
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Under such circumstances,
/the government of Japan began °
a&iepting Myanmar people staying
at refugee camps in Thailand and
Malay‘sia through the
recommendation of UNHCR
since 2010. Those people are
called “third country
resettlement refugees”. =
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As the third country resettlement refugees who spent long days

as asylum seekers are not accustomed to Japanese lifestyle,it is
necessary to give a preparation training for permanent dwelling in Japan.
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The Foundation of Welfare and Education in Asia, entrusted by the government
of Japan, established “the Refugees Assistance Headquate”, RHQ, |n ;1979 for
supporting refugees settlement in Japan. RHQ is conducting refugees settle'me
supports such as Japanese language training, lectures on Japanese:ﬂ’
culture and social system, job placement supports etc.
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As we have few chances to get in touch with
refugee people in our daily life,

this exchange meeting will be a valuable
experience for us.
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‘The exchange meetlng began with self mtroductlone
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Next month,

several young refugees

came to the University
of the Sacred Heart.
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We were surprleed for etorles about thelr o~
experience in Myanmar and Malaysia. <




Later, we received
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comments from refugee people,

such
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to talk with them.
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[ felt a big difference between
Japanese students’ lives and

ours, however it was exciting

to talk with them because that
was the first experience

Everyone was friendly and very kind.

a very fresh and
valuable experience
and had a good
chance to know
more about
refugees.
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We also had Their Japanese was so good! -
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They spoke good English and played
musical instruments well. [t would be
better to offer them chances to
utilize their good skills.
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At the end of the meeting,

a RHQ Support Center staff
told us stories.




RHQ it > 2 —TI3,

ED X5 O HlH%Z
ITOTVWBATIN?
What kind of activities

does the RHQ
Support Center do?
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In our Japanese language
education program,
participants wll aquire

the basic Japanese

abilities for their daily lives
in Japan. In addition to
studying in the class,

RHQ emphasizes interactive
learnig through real
experiences.
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We are implementing
Japan Settlement
Support Program for
Convention Refugees

and Thrid—country
\Resettlement Refugees.
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Some people can
write so well —
in half a year. -
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Amazing!
What are beautiful

letters! Jp N
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In our guidance for Japanese life,
participants will learn about

the Japanese social systems

of which knowledge are useful
for living in Japan.
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“—\ taxation, health
BN management etc.
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For example, disaster
prevention and evacuation
methods, rules of

garbage separation

and disposal,

legal system, social

security system,
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In vocational counseling service, participants will receive
guidance how to write CV and behave themselves at job
interview. RHQ also provides oppurtunities of workplace

visits and coaches them how to work stably at their
workplaces after employment.
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Japanese language education
and vocational counselors
keep close contact with
refugee people and gives
appropriate advice to them.
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In addition, RHQ facilitates them to
participate in cultural exchange events
organized by local people for deepening
mutual understandings.
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Public health nurses and mental counselors
also give them adivice on physical and

mental health.
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Itis

a great relief!
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It was an essential experience for
young refugee people to know the
real life of Japanese young people
at this meeting as they will enter
Japanese society soon.
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And it is also RHQ's mission to make many people
know about refugees and feel close to them.
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It is our mission, too.




H5
IURIIILT
W =IE#D A D
EHEL HISRIC
X2 TW3,

[ was strongly
impressed

by what

a refugee
said in

a symposium.
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It was not those who drops bombs nor
extremist groups that really suffered us

but indifferent people in the world who
% pretended not to see.
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Some members
of SHRET
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\\ education,
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I will change
my major to

Z DAV IN—IE,
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After the graduation,
many members of SHRET

will follow their respective paths,

I wish to
continue
my activitiy
at some
International
Organization, /
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may change their
future courses
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However every

be indifferent to the refugee issue:

\_ by its activities. ﬁ’\f \\,y/;(
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Some members will talk about
their ¢ experiences at SHRET-in
their social lives and others will
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.do so towards their, chlldren as mothers
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At Ieast ‘we can extend our concerns
not only to Japan Put also to the world.
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Tamisuke WATANUKI <{Former FWEAP President)

CREREEBIR

{Professor Emeritus, University of Tokyo»
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{Honorary Director, Tokyo National Museum)
OUHARBRITERE AR ERR LD

{Former member of the Policy Board, Bank of Japan)
AR AN BRI R R D

{President, American-Japan Society)
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{Former Senior Executive Vice President of Nomura Research Institute)
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{Cooperate Advisor and former President &COO of Osaki Electric Co., LTD)
CHASR A FHEAEED

{Vice President, Japanese Red Cross Society)
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{Former Senior Vice Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications)
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{Former Vice-President of the House of Councilorsy
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{Chairman, Communication Research Association
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{Refugees Examination Counselor, Ministry of Justice)
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{Former Vice-President of the House of Councilors)
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{Chairman of KEIDANREN, Japan Business Federation)
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